
Welcome	to	Part	1	of	a	two-part	water	use	compliance	educa6onal	curriculum	
prepared	by	Salmonid	Restora6on	Federa6on.	This	curriculum	is	also	available	as	a	
video	webinar	series	on	our	website	at	www.calsalmon.org.	
	
This	curriculum	is	designed	to	provide	a	step-by-step	walkthrough	of	how	to	fill	out	
the	Ini6al	Statement	of	Diversion	and	Use,	as	required	by	the	State	Water	Resources	
Control	Board.	
	
On	each	page,	space	is	provided	for	you	to	take	notes	and	write	down	specific	
ques6ons	as	you	go	through	the	process	of	filling	out	your	Ini6al	Statement	of	
Diversion	and	Use.	Your	notes	can	make	it	easier	for	you	to	get	your	remaining	
ques6ons	answered.	
	
AMer	reviewing	this	curriculum	and	filling	out	as	much	of	the	Ini6al	Statement	of	
Diversion	and	Use	as	you	can,	Salmonid	Restora6on	Federa6on	staff	are	available	to	
assist	you	if	you	have	any	addi6onal	ques6ons	or	concerns.	
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Addi6onally,	when	you	come	into	compliance	it	helps	to	provide	the	state	with	
jus6fica6on	for	keeping	water	local	rather	than	diver6ng	it	to	other	areas.	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Generally	speaking,	there	are	three	steps	to	ensuring	that	your	water	use	is	in	
compliance	with	California	water	law.	
	



	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	

5	



	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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The	2015	legislature	amended	the	California	Water	Code	to	require	annual	filing	of	
statements	of	diversion	and	use.	An	Ini6al	Statement	needs	to	be	renewed	annually	
by	July	1.	
	
If	you	are	filling	out	the	form	in	2015,	you	answers	will	be	based	on	your	water	use	in	
the	year	2014.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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At	the	top	of	each	page	of	the	form,	there	are	a	few	lines	of	informa6on	that	you	will	
need	to	fill	out.		
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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In	sec6on	A,	fill	out	the	diverter’s	informa6on.	If	you	are	the	person	responsible	for	
the	diversion,	this	would	be	your	informa6on.	If	you	are	filling	out	the	form	for	
someone	else,	fill	in	that	person’s	informa6on	for	them.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Under	number	1,	you	can	check	the	Riparian	box	if	your	property	has	or	borders	a	
natural	lake	or	stream.	Number	2	is	where	you	indicate	the	name	of	the	water	course	
where	your	point	of	diversion	is	located.	An	example	of	Seely	Creek	as	a	tributary	of	
Redwood	Creek	on	the	South	Fork	of	the	Eel	River	is	provided.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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You	only	need	to	select	one	of	the	boxes	for	Ques6on	3.		
	
If	you	are	going	to	provide	the	loca6on	of	your	point	of	diversion	using	la6tude	and	
longitude	measurements,	Google	Earth	is	a	free	and	helpful	resource.	If	your	
preference	is	to	us	a	USGS	topographic	map,	those	are	available	for	free	online.		
	
Be	sure	to	indicate	on	the	map	where	your	point	of	diversion	is	and	include	the	map	
as	an	aaachment	when	you	submit	your	paperwork.	Also,	don’t	forget	to	include	
your	parcel	number	and	county	at	the	end	of	Ques6on	3.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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To	find	your	Public	Land	Descrip6on	to	the	nearing	40	acres,	you’ll	need	to	reference	
your	parcel	map.	At	the	top	of	the	parcel	map	you	might	see	a	series	of	abbrevia6ons	
and	numbers.	In	this	sample	map	on	this	slide,	the	parcel	has	“SECS	(Sec6ons)	28,	29,	
30,	31,	32	&	33”	listed,	as	well	as	”T3S”	(which	refers	to	Township)	and	“R3E”	(which	
refers	to	Range).	You	can	see	in	the	example	how	the	Public	Land	Descrip6on	would	
be	filled	out	based	on	this	informa6on.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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The	place	of	use	descrip6on	can	be	a	brief,	1-2	sentence	descrip6on	of	where	or	how	
the	water	from	your	point	of	diversion	is	used.	Next,	you’ll	need	to	include	both	a	
USGS	topographic	map	and	a	county	assessor’s	parcel	map.	On	both	maps,	indicate	
where	the	place	of	use	is.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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For	Ques6on	5,	es6mate	the	irriga6on	area	in	acres,	the	number	of	people	served,	
any	stock	watering,	and	any	other	uses	for	the	water	that	comes	from	your	point	of	
diversion.		
	
Examples	of	use	include:	domes6c,	dust	control,	fire	protec6on,	fish/wildlife	
protec6on	and	enhancement,	frost	protec6on,	incidental	power,	and	recrea6onal.	
Other	uses	are	listed	in	the	Instruc6ons	of	the	Ini6al	Statement	of	Diversion	and	Use	
form	at	the	end	of	the	document.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Under	Ques6on	6,	there	are	several	lines	of	informa6on	to	complete.	Diversion	
Works	refers	to	large-scale	diversions	that	have	a	legal	name.	You	can	leave	that	box	
blank	if	it	does	not	apply	to	you.	Next	,	fill	in	the	year	in	which	the	diversion	began	(or	
your	best	es6mate).	A	few	other	defini6ons	that	are	helpful	for	this	sec6on	are	
included	in	the	boaom	half	of	the	slide.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Daily	water	use	es6mates	can	be	calculated	using	the	State	Water	Resources	Control	
Board’s	guidelines:	
	
•  55	gallons	per	day	per	person	
•  18.5	gpd	per	100	square	feet	of	irrigated	garden	
•  	2500	gallon	fire	protec6on	water	reserve	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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If	you	don’t	already	have	one	in	place,	we	highly	recommend	installing	a	water	meter	
on	your	diversion.	Meters	are	not	expensive	and	are	gejng	cheaper	all	the	6me,	and	
they	can	really	help	you	to	budget	you	water	use.	Water	meters	are	not	currently	
required	by	law,	but	there	is	a	good	chance	that	they	will	be	in	the	not-too-distant	
future,	so	now	is	a	great	6me	to	get	ahead	of	the	game	and	install	one	on	your	
diversion.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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If	you	indicated	that	the	listed	measurement	devices	were	not	locally	cost	effec6ve,	
skip	to	8b.	Select	any	of	the	boxes	that	explain	why	the	listed	measurement	devices	
are	not	locally	cost	effec6ve.	Next,	indicate	how	you	go	about	measuring	your	water	
use	by	selec6ng	any	of	the	methods	that	apply.	
	
	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
	

18	



	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
	

20	



	
Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Write	down	any	ques6ons	or	notes	in	the	space	provided:	
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Thank	you	for	viewing	this	presenta4on.	Please	contact	Salmonid	Restora4on	
Federa4on	with	any	ques4ons	at	water@calsalmon.org,	or	visit	our	website	at	
www.calsalmon.org.	
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