
Lightning Tales Where Wisdom Sails

A Concurrent Session at the 39th Annual Salmonid 

Restoration Conference held in Santa Cruz, California 

from April 19 – 22, 2022.



◼ Session Coordinator:

◼ Eli Asarian, Riverbend Sciences

◼ Sarah Phillips, Marin Resource Conservation District

This session will feature “lightning” (5-minutes or less talks in which presenters share 
nuggets of inspiration and wisdom relevant to restoration. Here are some thought provoking 
questions to help your brain start flowing: 

• What’s the best advice anyone has ever given you that you find yourself applying to your 
work in the field of restoration? 
• What›s your favorite book/article/lecture/quote that›s relevant to restoration, and how 
does it guide and/or inspire your work? 
• Who has had the greatest impact on you and why? 
• What have you found to be a hidden gem that needs more time in the limelight? 
• What do you know now that you wish someone had told you years or decades ago? 

Share a distilled and focused insight with the SRF community. It can be anything from a 
practical tip to a philosophical musing or heart-stirring experience to captivate the 
audience. Let’s focus on the positives and the possibilities. We welcome any and all to come 
share their gems of wisdom that have carried them through the days, months, years, or 
decades in their practice of restoration. Whether this is your first conference or you’re an 
old-timer, we want to hear from anyone who is willing to impart such valuable wisdom to 
our restoration community. We aspire for people to leave this session feeling replenished, 
motivated, energized, and connected. 



Presentations
Slide 5 – Lessons Learned from 40 Years of Watershed Restoration, Don Allen, Mad River 

Alliance

Slide 6 -How to Maximize Your Grant Writing Efforts, Steve Madrone, Humboldt County 

Supervisor

Slide 7 - Creek Incision Prevention /Fish Habitat Creation, Freddy Otte, City of San Luis 

Obispo

Slide  13- A Few Nuanced Tips for Getting the Most Out of Large Wood-Loading Projects, 

Tom Leroy, Pacific Watershed Associates

Slide  17- Turning Forest Fuels into Instream Habitat to Benefit Long-term Ecological 

Function, Brandt Gutermuth, Trinity River Restoration Program: Bureau of Reclamation

Slide 19 - Restoration Success While Negotiating with Disney Villains, Plus a Perspective on 

Time, Alison Willy, SRF Board

Slide 20 - Perfect Is the Enemy of Good; A Pragmatic Restorationist’s Perspective, Mike Berry, 

CDFW and DWR

Slide 28 - When Failure Leads to a Plethora of Successes, Sarah Phillips, Marin Resource 

Conservation District

Slide 29 - How I Began to Listen to Traditional Environmental Knowledge (TEK), Michael 

Belchik, Yurok Tribal Fisheries Program



Presentations

Slide 29 – Thinking Like a Natural Historian: Nature Nerd Nuggets from the Professor of 

Wonderment, Brock Dolman, Occidental Arts & Ecology Center

Slide 36 -What Makes a Good Mentor and Why is a Mentor Important, Ross Taylor, Ross Taylor 

and Associates

Slide 37 - Praise for Phil Pister’s Species in a Bucket, Eli Asarian, Riverbend Sciences

Slide 38 - A So You Want To Be a Stream Scientist, Bill Trush, Ph.D., Cal Poly Humboldt River 

Institute

Slide 39 - A Different Perspective and Uncomfortable Conversations, Larry Notheis, California 

Conservation Corps

Slide 42 - Reflections on a Quarter Century in Waders, Sarah Nossaman Pierce, California Sea 

Grant

Slide  44 - Effectively Engaging Elected officials and Public Agencies to Support and Advocate

for Restoration and Conservation Projects, Natalie Arroyo, Eureka City Council

Slide 45  - There Is No EGO in Ecosystem Restoration, Anna Halligan, Trout Unlimited

Slide  46 - Teamwork Makes the Stream Work, Elise Ferrarese, Trout Unlimited

Slide  47 - Cultivating Salmon-saving People and Partnerships, Dave Kajtaniak, CDFW
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McDonald Creek Riparian Restoration 

Project 1983- 1984

Lower Right– McDonald Creek 

restored riparian forest 2018.

Upper Left – McDonald Creek 

channel.

Lower Left – elk herd at McDonald 

Creek.



Steve Madrone, Humboldt County Supervisor 



Channel Incision. 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly…
By: Freddy Otte, City of San Luis Obispo Biologist

 Bedload movement is a natural process to distribute/replenish gravels in the creek 

system.

 Human induced climate change is exacerbating this movement/incision.

 Sometimes it uncovers nice habitat to support Steelhead (The Good).

 Sometimes it causes unstable banks to promote large wood recruitment (The Good).

 Sometimes it causes trees to fall in the channel and create flood threats (The Bad).

 Sometimes it undermines existing infrastructure and archaic bank stabilization efforts 

(The Ugly).

 The Office of Sustainability and Natural Resources in the City of San Luis Obispo is 

looking at creative techniques to start aggrading the channels to slow the continued 

incision to protect the riparian vegetation, protect existing infrastructure and create 

more fish habitat. 



The Good…Bedrock 

step pools



The Good and Bad…Large wood 

recruitment, but next to homes 



The Bad…Fine sediment 

clogging gravels



The Ugly…

Failing infrastructure



Forest Fuels Sustain Fire, 
Cause SMOKE, and Burn HomesPhotos by Robin Stocum



In the Forest and Right Places, 

Fuels are Great Habitat 



Fuels ARE Habitat

Obtain enough trees for Proper restoration!

Forest Health Area!

Lorenz Gulch Channel Rehabilitation Project – Design from Env document

Pre-project

Plan for it!



Post-project

Now, a Healthy Forest                    



For the River, Landscape, and Community
Wood supports function. Wood is GOOD!  



Tom Leroy, Pacific Watershed Associates



Alison Wily, SRF Board 



Perfect is the Enemy of Good: A Pragmatic 
Restorationist’s Perspective 

Mike Berry

39th Annual SRF Conference

Santa Cruz, CA

April 2022



In this new century, let us go 
forth collaboratively and 
double the population of 
salmon and steelhead.

“Perfect is the enemy of good.”     – Voltaire



Cow Creek

Diversion dam

Facing upstream





Facing downstream



speaking of diversion dams…



10 cfs

Mill Creek (typical cross-section)



Thank you



Sarah Phillips, Marin RCD, SRF Board



Mike Belchik, Senior Water Policy Analyst for the Yurok Tribe



1973 to 1990











BREAK



Ross Taylor, Ross Taylor & Associates
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Phil Pister’s Species in a Bucket

Owens Pupfish



Bill Trush, Humboldt State University River Institute



CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS

A Different Perspective and Uncomfortable Conversations, 
Larry Notheis, Senior Deputy Director 





Larry Notheis
Senior Deputy Director

Pronouns: he/him/his 

1719 24th Street

Sacramento, CA 95816

P: (916) 341-3180  

C: (707) 498-8493

larry.notheis@ccc.ca.gov

THANK YOU

ccc.ca.gov |   800-952-5627



Reflections on a quarter century in waders

Sarah Nossaman Pierce - SRF, April 21, 2021



“We are related through direct engagement 

with a race of salmon.” - Freeman House



Natalie Arroyo, Eureka City Council



Anna Halligan, Trout Unlimited



Elise Ferrarese, Trout Unlimited



Dave Kajtaniak, CA Department of Fish & Wildlife
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