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California Water Code Section 1707

Any person entitled to the use of water,
whether based upon an appropriative,
riparian, or other right, may petition the
board for a change for purposes of
preserving or enhancing wetlands
habitat, fish and wildlife resources, or
recreation in, or on, the water.



Why aren’t instream
flow transactions used
more often?
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Lack of...
 Understanding
* Use

* Information
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Practitioner’s Guide to Instream
Transactions in California: WHY?

e Water is important
for streams!

e |dentified need for
clear guidance

e Support from
agency staff



Practitioner’s Guide to Instream
Transactions in California: WHAT?

 Evaluation

o Step-by-step
process

* Avoiding pitfalls



1707 Process: Evaluate




1707 Process: Evaluate

_ Water Rights

Instream Flows
During A Dry Year
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1707 Process: Evaluate

Water Right C

Water Right A Water Right B




Barrier Removal +

Rainwater Catchment + Point of Diversion Change

Storage Tanks
Irrigation Efficiency +

Reduced Diversion Rate+
Off-Stream Storage




Due Diligence
e Evaluation

e Communication
e Data collection
* Petition

e Communication

 Implementation



Avoiding Pitfalls
(...or at least negotiating them)

e Paper/Real water
e Shifting timelines

 Burden of proof



Resources

e SWRCB website

e TPL Handbook
AR Factsheets

e SWIFT Workgroup

- Practitioner’s Guide
coming soon!
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